CHAPTER XII.

AT WILTON.
IS80.

t IDNEY may have paid more
than one visit to his sister at
Wilton in the course of the
two and a half years following
the summer of 1577, when he
went down to congratulate her
on her marriage, and he must
certainly have seen much of her during her attend-
ance at Court; but we have no record of his being
again, before the early spring of 1580, in the stately
mansion, since destroyed by fire, which had been
built, according to Holbein's plans, in the loveliest
part of Wiltshire. He was now to be there and in
the neighbourhood for half a year or more. With-
drawing from the Court in dudgeon and disgrace, he
could nowhere obtain so much refreshment as in the
company of the Countess of Pembroke, the esteemed
lady whom Spenser, and many others, never tired
of praising.
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